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The following op-ed appeared on June 26, 2013 in0 US News and World Report .

While the highly-touted international meeting to negotiate a peace settlement in Syria has
already been postponed until July, the world remains riveted on the Middle Eastern country's
travails. Concerns are mounting over how to manage a crisis featuring the use of chemical
weapons, the inflow of fighters from neighboring countries and from Hezbollah and al-Qaida, the
tremendous cost in human lives and suffering, and the risk of hostilities expanding beyond
Syria.

Missing from the radar, however, is a sober consideration of Syria's future, especially how to
deal with an alarming sectarian divide among the country's religious groups.

One day, the war will cease and the task of rebuilding will begin. Syria will need to reconstruct
not just its buildings and roads, but its entire governing framework.
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To read the entire op-ed please visit US News and World Report, Opinion Section .

To interview a USCIRF Commissioner please contact USCIRF at (202) 523- 3258 or
media@uscirf.gov.
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